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Michael F. Shaughnessy-

1) Diana, you recenily participated in a weeklong workshop on long-form
journalism facilitated by Alana Newhouse, editor-in-chief at “Tablet Magazine”, at
The Norman Mailer Writers Colony. First of all, please define for me and our
readers exacllywhat you mean bylong-form journalism.

Long-form journalism or lengform journalism is a complex journalistic story thatis more than breaking news.
It's an expose with the potential to have more than one character and more than a single narrative; in other
words it's a layered story that ideally provides insight, not just facts. If a newspaper article in a national paper
mayrun as long as 1,200 words, longform might run 2,000-3,500 words or in a special fealure article in “The
New York Times” even as much as 5,000 words.

In magazines—"Harper's”. "The New Yorker”, “Esquire” come to mind—these might run between 4,000 and
10,000 words. Some Internet publications and the new "Kindle Singles” could run longer, possibly as much
as 30,000 words. With journalism migrating to the Inlernet, the longform essay may become the preferred

stistic farmat for enticing the sawy nonfiction readers on the Web who increasingly prefer articles to books.

New Journalism or Narrative Journalism or Literary Journalism or Creative Nonfiction, different names for the
same method that became the basis for longform journalism, was picneered in the early sixties by the likes of
Gay Talese, Truman Capote, Jimmy Breslin, Tom Wolfe, Hunter Thompson, Norman Mailer, and Joan Didion.

In Tom Wolfe's anthology, “The New Journalism” (1973), he highlights the methods that were borrowed from
fiction: scene-by-scene construction (showing, not telling), vivid dialogue, changing points of view, the interior
thoughts of these characters, and presenting the story within a broad social context to make journalistic
reportage vibrantly exciting (see Tom Wolfe's "Stalking the Billion-Footed Beast” published in November of
1988 in "Harper's”, as well as my article “Tom Wolfe Get It Right” posted on my website, Literary Gulag,
http/Aww lilerarygulag.com/blog/show/d).

More recently Lawrence Weschler ("Mr. Wilson's Cabinet of Wonder”, 1895), Jonathan Harr (“A Civil Action”,
1995), and Jon Krakauer ("Into the Wild", 1996) and especially Michael Lewis ("The New New Thing: A Silicon
Valley Story”, 1999, and “Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game", 2003) have followed in the foolsteps
of the writers of New Journalism. Read the work of these readers and others you mayadmire. Figure out what
works and what doesn't, and lhen consider how you mightimprove on their methods. style, and content.

For a current example of longform journalism consider Charles Duhigg and Keith Bradsher's article “How lhe
U.S. Lost Quton iPhone Work,” published in “The New York Times" in January 21, 2012,
hitp:fwww.nytimes.com/2012/01/22/business/apple-america-and-a-s queezad-middle-class.htm!?
_r=1&pagewanted=all. It presents the story of how Apple, "one of the best-known, most admired and most
imitated companies on earth” migrated its manufacturing operations overseas and, by implicaticn,
demanstrates the costin terms of jobs, incomes, and lives.

Here's a longform article, of approximately 5,000 words, that has a cast of characters—including Steve Jobs,
President Obama, the Chinese workers al Foxconn, and Eric Saragoza, one American worker—as well as

several platthreads in order to illustrate the painful impact the loss of manufacturing has had on Americans.

2) Now, who exactlyis Alana Newhouse. and what is “Tablet Magazne", and what is its focus?
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She worked as a political consultant for David Garth who helped elect four out of the last sixmayors of New
York City (John Lindsay, Ed Koch, Rudy Giuliani, and Michael Bloomberg) who have run the city for 38 of the
last 46 years, For six years Newhouse worked at “The Forward”, a Jewish-American dailyshe has referred to
as the “king of ethnic newspapers.” For much of thattime Newhouse was its Arts and Culture Editor. She has
published “ALiving Lens: Photographs of Jewish Life from the Pages of the Forward™ (W. W. Norton &
Company, 2007).

Since 2008 Newhouse has been the editor-in-chief for “Tablet Magazne”, an online magazne devoted to

Jewish life, culture, and ideas. “Tablet” is a two-time winner of the National Magazne Award. Its columnists
have included Adam Kirsch. Daphne Merkin, Judith Miller, David Samuels, and Lee Smith. ltrepresents the
‘New New Journalism” of the Internet Age. “Tablet” combines journalistic essays embedded in a website
featuring aggregating news content thatis framed by a cultural and social milieu steeped in Jewish identity. As An Intenview with Diana Sheels:
The Decline of the

Contemporary Novel

Marshall McLuhan prophesized “the medium is the message” and in our digitalized era of the Net, the New
New Journalism floats beyond the bounds of the page in its electronic format, its virtual presence, and its

tentacles that reach toward the social networks of our real and imagined communities by means of pixels and The AP-Google Journalism and

bits. Te".“r';f': Technology Scholarship

e Faee Roger Ailes tells journalism
For anyone who wants to read a marvelous example of longform journalism, | invite you to read Newhouse's students: 'l think you oughtto
"ACloser Reading of Roman Vishniac,” published in "The New York Times Magazine” on April 1, 2010, change your major’
http/iwww.nytimes.com/2010/04/04/magazine/04shietl-Lhtm|?pagewanted=all, Her story provides a major U.S -Mexico Border Journalism Project Continues To Train
reassessment of the photography of Roman Vishniac who as Leon Wieseltier, literary editor for “The New Hispanics in Writing and Reporting
Republic”, has suggested became “the official mortuary photographer of Eastern European Jewry', Vishniac's  Independent journalism can'tlean on a few rich donars as
photography greatly influenced the cinematic approach to “Schindler's List". George Soros

Related posts brought to you by Yet Another Related Posts
For manyin the Jewish community his images of "shtetl” life became the visual narrative by which manycame  Plugin.
to view their cultural ancestry. However Newhouse's story, a detective story of sorts, shalters our perceptions
of the shtetl and the lives of Eastern European Jews in the years preceding the Holocaust. We learn of the

path-breaking investigalive efforts of photographic curator Maya Benton and her discovery of the true June 2012

significance and implications of the Vishniac Archive, which is now part of the International Center of

Photography. M i w T F s S
1 2 8

3) How good, in your opinion, is the Internet for a beginning author to start his or her career?

In the early years of the Internet there was this sense thatit was the "Wild, Wild West", that anyone writing with
something to say might be heard. Today, it's harder to be noticed. Every day there are thousands of new
websites, each with its own message. But that said, anyone can setup his or her website and begin writing or 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
blogging and if the website gets noticed that might provide a pathway toward publication. Christopher Heng - - 5 5 . 45

has information about what you can do to set up your own website, -

hitpfiwww thesitewizard.com/webdesign/online-site-builders-vs-web-editors .shtml. « May

Amazon's “Kindle Singles”, a publishing platform that emphasizes longform since it allows for up to 30,000 AOVERTISEMERT
word submissions, invites both known and unknown writers to submit their stories,
http:/Avww.amazon.com/gp/feature.htm!?ie=UTF8&docld=1000700491. In addition to nonfiction and

journalistic reporting, the news aggregation sites often have a political slant. Consider Matt Drudge's

conservalive leaning "Drudge Report”, http:/iwww.drudgereportarchive.com/drudge-report-on-

date/2012/06/15/June, the progressive "Raw Story’, http/Awww.rawstory.com/, and the nominally nonpartisan

“Politico”, hitp:/iwww politico.com/. These are sites to explore what works and what doesn'tin the area of

online political journalism.

For better or worse today credentials have become increasinglyimportant, so having an undergraduate
degree in journalism or writing, experience as a reporter, and, increasingly, an advanced degree in journalism
(the University of Missouri's Missouri School of Journalism and Columbia University's Graduate School of
Journalism are two of the best programs) gives you valuable skills and contacts. But there are also websites
that will consider your submissions based on the quality of your story and your writing regardless of
credentials.

4) Is there any good information, guidance for beginning authors on the Net?

Write well, know your subject matter, have a website that has a defining point of view that offers innovative
content. Get strategic advice on how to attract “eyeballs™ to your website. Submit nonfiction pitches to
magaznes (online and print) about proposed articles. Before making a pitch make sure that you can
demaonstrate expertise in your subject matter, that you have the basis for a path-breaking story, that you have
done the necessary preliminary investigation—both research and interviews—that will lend credibility and
impactto your story.

5)People insist on sending me e-books, and | have lo inform them, that | still like a nice thick book, lhat | can
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underline write in, and scribble in the margins and dog ear the pages. Am | a dinosaur or setin myways?

Itwould seem so. Since April 1, 2011 when Amazon announced thatits e-books were outselling hardcover
and paperbacks, the trend has been clear. This month “Time” announced it will be offering twenty of its
magaznes on Apple's newsstand. Arguably the Intemet is the ideal venue for longform journalism, which has
been demonstrated by the popular iPhone “app” Instapaper that allows you to download articles from the Web
for subsequent off-ine reading.

Given the popularity of the tablets, uftrabooks, and smart phones, | think it's possible that newspapers and
periodicals will migrate entirely o the Web. Will the reader have the skills, ime, and desire to read entire
books, particularly those that place demands—as measured by the complexty of content and stfe—upon the
reader? I's looking less and less likely.

6) Now, whatis this "loss of an authoritative culture” alf about?

Myessay“The Loss of an Authoritative Culture in America and Its Impact on the Aspirational Middlebrow
Reader" is now posted on Literary Gulag, http:/Avww literarygulag.com. It asks the following: What happens
when a civilization loses its heritage? It reassesses the importance of the middlebrow reader. Today, no one
likes the term “middlebrow" or “highbrow" or “lowbrow.” They have toc many associations with class and class
snobbery. But consider the issue from another angle. How might a sociely advance when its citizens are no
longer aspirational, that is, when they no longer defer gratification to strive for excellence? Can we compete in
an increasingly competitive world without understanding our history, our culture, our science, and our
technology? Could it be that the middlebrow reader, hungering for social and cultural errichment, was critical
to America’s success?

If so, what happens to our society when “l want to know” is replaced by "l want to have.” These are some of the
issues my essay explores. Next month Part [l of the essaywill provide some answers.

7) Now, switching to lecture mode—Matei Calinescu's "Five Faces of Modemity: Modernism, Avant-Garde,
Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodernism”. Who is this guy Matei, where is he from, what has he written, and why
should | know aboutthese five faces ?

Matei Calinescu died in 2009. He was Romanian, a distinguished scholar of comparative literature who
published more than fourteen books of literary criticism. He taught for many years at Indiana University. His
book “Five Faces of Modernity: Modernism, Avant-Garde, Decadence, Kitsch, Postmodemism” (1987)is
essential reading if you want to understand the crisis of Western Civilization with its ultimate rejection of
Judeo-Christian belief and the sacred etemal in favor of a secular relativistic universe thatlives perpetuallyin
the now.

For Calinescu the later stages of development in our society lead inexorably from modemism to the avant-
garde and from there to decadence, kitsch, and, finally, postmodemism. This decline began with
Romanticism, with its embrace, in the words of Baudelaire, of “the presentin its ‘presentness™. Since
Romanticism, suggested Calinescu, the “aesthetics ofimagination™ has been “oppased to any kind of
realism". Residing in an amoral Godless universe, the Romantic became hedonistic. Modemity, for
Calinescu. is a rejection of Christianity in favor of ireversible time and in the process became saturated in
decadence and postmodern relativism. Whether or not you agree with his analysis is beside the point.

Calinescu has presented a profound and moving analysis of the trajectory of our decline. Rarely does cne
encounter an intellectual with this breath of knowledge who can convey with erudition and conviction the arc of
our descent. Bythe 1990s this kind of authoritative analysis in the humanities had all but died and with ita
deep understanding of who we were and what we are becoming. How should Calinescu's scholarship be
characterized? Profound, beautiful, and steeped in the sacred foundations of Western Civilization.

8) Ivisit the library quite frequently. | visit book stores occasionally. If | hold the opinion that we are in a state of
Decadence, what would Matei sayto me over coffee (my treat).

He would share your pain. Together the two of you might grieve for that which has been lost. Better that than
the ephemeral woid of narcissistic “presentness”.

9) Sum up for me and the readers what they need to know about your trip to The Norman Mailer Writers Colony
(you maywant to provide a brief review of Norman Mailer for those readers under 30).

The Norman Mailer Writers Colony, associated with The Norman Mailer Center in New York City, offers
fellowships, workshops, writers retreats, and other associated author events,
http/ivww.nmcenter.org/pageshiew/2/oveniew. Both students and writers may apply, although acceptance is
based on merit (and writing samples). There is an administrative fee for participants, although the workshop
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